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SUBJECT:FRENCH MINISTER OF DEFENSE BOURGES TOVISIT 
TUNISIA DECEMBER 10-13 

1 . TUNISIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE ANNOUNCED DECEMBER 4 
THAT FRENCH MINISTER OF DEFENSE YVON BOURGES WILL VISIT 
TUNIS DECEMBER 10-13. ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE 
VISIT WILL "PERMIT BROADENING AND REINFORCING USEFUL 
OOPERATION BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND TUNISIAN ARMED 
SERVICES." GOT SOURCES CONTINUED SAYING THAT VISIT TAKES 
PLACE AT TIME WHEN TUNISIA HAS DECIDED TO AUGMENT ITS 
DEFENSE BUDGET IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN ITS DEFENSE CAPA- 
BILITIES. WHICH CONSEQUENTLY WILL ENVISAGE PURCHASE OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT FROM ABROAD. PREPARATORY PRESS 
TREATMENT FOR VISIT NOTES THAT TUNISIAN DEFENSE AUGMENTATION 
PLANS FORESEE ACQUISITION OF UNSPECIFIED RECONNAISSANCE AND 
TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING HELICOPTERS, SHIPS AND 
AMX-13 TANKS FROM FRANCE, OVER FOUR- YEAR PERIOD COMMENCING 
IN 1974 FOR A TOTAL OF 80 MILLION FRANCS. FRANCE IS TO GIVE 
GOT DIRECT GRANT OF 28 MILLION FRANCS OVER FOUR- YEAR PERIOD. 
BALANCE TO BE FINANQED B GOT. IN ADDITION, GOF WILL 
DEFRAY EXPENSES FOR 291 TUNISIANS TRAINING IN FRENCH MILITARY 
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DESCRIPTION OF FRENCH MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO TUNISIA 
SINCE 1964. 

2. COMMENT: NONE OF THE ABOVE FIGURES ON PAST AND PRESENT 
FRENCH AID IS NEW BUT SERVES AS USEFUL STAGE SETTING AS GOT 
OBVIOUSLY WILL TRY TO MAKE IMPORTANT AND PROFITABLE EVENT 
OF BOURGES' VISIT. DURING COURSE OF VISIT TUNISIAN DEFENSE 
MINISTRY WILL NO DOUBT STRIVE TO OBTAIN SIGNIFICANT INCREASES 
OVER CURRENT LEVELS, AND IT IS LIKELY THAT SOME UNDERSTANDING 
HAS ALREADY BEEN REACHED. DRAWING FROM PAST EXPERIENCE, 

WE CAN EXPECT "IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT" TO BE MADE AT CLOSE 
OF VISIT INDICATING THAT FRENCH-TUNISIAN MILITARY 
COOPERATION HAS INDEED "BEEN BROADENED AND REINFORCED." 

WE HAVE HEARD RUMORS THAT FRENCH POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
CIRCLES HAVE BEEN DISPLEASED OVER LEVELS OF PLANNED GOT 
ARMS PURCHASES FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING U.S. AND 
AUSTRIA, AND BOURGES' VISIT MAY SERVE AS OPPORTUNITY TO 
CLEAR AIR AND REDRESS BALANCE. 

3. ON FINAL EVALUATION, HOWEVER, VISIT IS LIKELY TO BE 
OF GREATER SIGNIFICANCE POLITICALLY THAN MILITARILY. 

GOT WILL NO DOUBT MAKE MUCH PUBLIC ADO ABOUT FRENCH 
CONNECTION AND IMPLICATION OF POLITICAL COMMITMENT ON PART 
OF FRANCE TO TUNISIAN INDEPENDENCE AND WELL-BEING. THIS 
WOULD COMPLEMENT SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
VOICED BY U.S. OVER COURSE OF PAST YEAR AND WOULD FIT 
NICELY WITH TUNISIA'S TRADITIONAL STRATEGY OF LOOKING 
TOWARDS BOTH THE U.S. AND FRANCE FOR ITS SECURITY. 

INTENDED ADDRESSEES OF THIS MESSAGE WILL AS IN PAST BE 
ALGERIA AND LIBYA. 
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